
 
 
To:  Board of Commissioners 
 
From:  Planning Staff 
 
Date:  December 13, 2022 

 

Subject: PB 22-16 Currituck County Campgrounds - Access 

 
 

 
Background 
The enclosed text amendment submitted by Currituck County Board of Commissioners is 
intended to revise Chapter 4, Sections 4.2.4.J.3.(b) and (c) of the Unified Development Ordinance 
(UDO) as it relates to accessing a campground. 
 
At its July 18, 2022, meeting, the BOC approved the conditional rezoning for the campground 
component of the H2OBX Waterpark with an entrance entirely on the waterpark property, parallel 
to the paved access easement currently used as access.  At the time of the rezoning, per the 
UDO, the access for the campground had to be on the H2OBX property, so plans were shown to 
create a new access driveway and abandon the use of the existing easement.  At the meeting, it 
was discussed by the BOC and users of the existing easement that using the existing entry would 
be better than a parallel entry and support was stated for a text amendment (See Attached 
Minutes from the July 18, 2022 meeting). The BOC directed staff to process this text amendment 
so the paved shared access easement could continue to be used by parties allowed to use the 
easement.  To meet the intent of the campground text amendment adopted by the BOC, it was 
determined that the best option would be to still require campgrounds to abut a major arterial 
street but allow access from an easement. 

 
It should be noted that text amendments apply countywide and are not specific to one property.  
Staff does not foresee an issue with this text amendment countywide.  

 

Text Amendment Review Standards 
The advisability of amending the text of the UDO is a matter committed to the legislative 
discretion of the Board of Commissioners and is not controlled by any one factor. In determining 
whether to adopt or deny the proposed text amendment, the Board of Commissioners may 
weigh the relevance of and consider whether and the extent to which the proposed text 
amendment: 

1. Is consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Land Use Plan and other 
applicable county-adopted plans; 

2. Is not in conflict with any provision of this Ordinance or the County Code of Ordinances; 
3. Is required by changed conditions; 
4. Addresses a demonstrated community need; 
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5. Is consistent with the purpose and intent of the zoning districts in this Ordinance, or 
would improve compatibility among uses and ensure efficient development within the 
county; 

6. Would result in a logical and orderly development pattern; and 
7. Would not result in significantly adverse impacts on the natural environment, including 

but not limited to water, air, noise, stormwater management, wildlife, vegetation, 
wetlands, and the natural functioning of the environment. 

 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of this request as submitted and suggests the text amendment is 
consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of Imagine Currituck including: 

 

Planning Board Recommendation 

The Planning Board recommended approval of PB 22-16 Currituck County Board of 
Commissioners Campground Access Text Amendment on December 13, 2022, with a 4-0 vote.  
Chairman Ballance recused himself from board participation and voting due to a conflict of interest. 

 
Ms. Krause motioned to recommend approval of PB 22-16 Currituck County Board of 
Commissioners (Campground Access) because the request is consistent with Land Use Plan 
policies including: 

 Land Use Goals and Policy 2 
 Economic Development Goals and Policy 1 
 Transportation Goals and Policy 1. 

The request is reasonable and in the public interest because it is consistent with the goals, 
objectives, and policies of Imagine Currituck. 

Mr. Bass seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously 4-0. 

Goals and Policies 

Land Use 2:  Carefully consider the design and location of intensive and potentially incompatible 
and uses to mitigate compatibility issues such as environmental quality, safety, overburdening 
local infrastructure, scale, use, design, location, and adverse effects. 

Economic Development 1: Support the retention and expansion of existing businesses and 
promote the development of new businesses, especially those that help diversity the local 
economy and are compatible with the county’s natural amenities and environment. 

Transportation 1:  Improve safety, traffic flow, access, and appearance of major highways and 
roads. 
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 P B  2 2 - 1 6  C U R R I T U C K  C O U N T Y  
B O A R D  O F  C O M M I S S I O N E R S  

C A M P G R O U N D S  -  A C C E S S  
T E X T  A M E N D M E N T  

B O A R D  O F  C O M M I S S I O N E R S  
J A N U A R Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 3  

 
Currituck County Board of Commissioners request an amendment to the Unified Development 
Ordinance, Chapter 4 Use Standards, to amended campground access requirements.   
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Currituck, North Carolina that 
the Unified Development Ordinance of the County of Currituck be amended as follows: 
 
Item 1: That Chapter 4 is amended by deleting the following underlined strikethrough language 
and adding the underlined bold language in Section 4.2.4.J.3: 
 

b. Except access, all land used for the campground must be one parcel and under the same 
ownership. 

c. Campground shall be accessed from abut a major arterial street. 
 
Item 2: Staff suggested Statement of Consistency:  
 

The requested zoning text amendment is consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of 
Imagine Currituck including: 

 

Goals and Policies 

Land Use 2:  Carefully consider the design and location of intensive and potentially incompatible 
and uses to mitigate compatibility issues such as environmental quality, safety, overburdening 
local infrastructure, scale, use, design, location, and adverse effects. 

Economic Development 1: Support the retention and expansion of existing businesses and 
promote the development of new businesses, especially those that help diversity the local 
economy and are compatible with the county’s natural amenities and environment. 

Transportation 1:  Improve safety, traffic flow, access, and appearance of major highways and 
roads. 
 

 
Item 3:  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any of its provisions or any 
sentence, clause, or paragraph or the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall be 
held unconstitutional or violative of the Laws of the State of North Carolina by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining 
provisions which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. 

 
Item 4:  This ordinance amendment shall be in effect from and after the    day of  
 , 2022.  
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Board of Commissioners’ Chairman 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Leeann Walton 
Clerk to the Board 
 
 
DATE ADOPTED:      
MOTION TO ADOPT BY COMMISSIONER:        
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER:         
 VOTE:   AYES  NAYS   
 
PLANNING BOARD DATE: December 13, 2022 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 VOTE: __ 5___AYES  0 NAYS 
ADVERTISEMENT DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING:       
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS PUBLIC HEARING:      
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ACTION:      
POSTED IN UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE:       
AMENDMENT NUMBER:    
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