
Currituck Jack Conceptual Drawings

Stephen Hayes - Artist

Z. Smith Reynolds Inclusive Public Art Grant



Conceptual Drawings and Location

Following are four different conceptual drawings for the John Jasper White (Currituck 
Jack) statue.  It is important to note that these are conceptual, one dimensional, 
drawings that do not show the kinetic energy and movement of the completed 
statue.  The statue itself will be in bronze, the figure around 7 feet (not including 
pedestal or any arch or circle if that design is chosen.

The community, with the approval of the Currituck County Board of Commissioners, 
decided that the statue should be located at the site of the Historic Jarvisburg 
Colored School, somewhere between the visitor’s center and the school near the 
highway for visibility.  Exact location will depend upon any utility lines and the soil 
permeability and capacity to carry load.  This will be determined by the County’s 
engineering department and with the consultation of a structural engineer.



Historic Jarvisburg Colored School
with visitor’s center to the left and
Corinth Church to the right.











Clothing

There are two different concepts for the clothing for the statue: 

1.  The first would be clothing typical of a seaman of the later 1700s consisting of a 
shorter jacket, the short, wide leg pants of the period and a seaman’s cap (in this
instance, a knit cap). Although enslaved, John Jasper White was considered to be a 
valued member of the crew and would have likely been dressed appropriately.  This 
type of clothing is shown in slides #1, #2 and #3.

2.  The second concept would be to show John Jasper White as a ship owner and 
land owner, which he became after his manumission.  This status would be shown 
with a different cut of jacket (much longer and more embellished) and pants typical 
of a middleclass man of this time period (breeches that came just below the knee and 
were often buttoned at the knee.  This type of dress is shown in slides #4 and #5.  
Slide #6 shows a great coat of the period.  The hat would be the 3-cornered, or 
cocked hat, shown in slide #1.
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